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Satire discourse in the Saudi press. Its contents and
methods

Saleh bin Ahmed bin Ali Al-Zahrani
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of

Arabic Language, Jazan University, Jazan, Saudi Arabia.
saalzahrani@jazanu.edu.sa

Abstract

Sarcasm has seeped into the modern journalistic arts,
being primarily concerned with human issues. Sarcasm
writing has emerged as an intrinsic form that joints
literature, on the one hand, and human issues, on the other.
In the light of the foregoing, the researcher chose to study
the manifestations of the sarcasm phenomenon of one of the
writers of the sarcasm columns in the modern Saudi press.
More specifically, the researcher chose the writings of the
journalist (Abdullah Al-Mezher), by studying selected
models of his articles in the newspaper (Makkah), the
collection under the label “Time Snapple”. The study
involves, along with the introduction and preface, two
sections followed by a conclusion and references list. The
study monitors ‘sarcasm topics’ in the first section, and the
mechanism of producing them in the second section. The
study concluded with the following results: Firstly, the
writer (Abdullah al-Mezher) views sarcastic writing as an
act of provocation, resistance, and protest. In his view, it
was not a writing intended for abstract laughter, but aimed
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at uncovering contradictions, exposing, and eroding reality.
Secondly, the writer’s themes and contents of sarcasm
varied. Most notably: topics related to governmental affairs,
social affairs, cultural and media affairs. Thirdly, the
writer's mechanisms of sarcasm have been many, most
notably and most frequently present. one (paradoxical),
followed by one (hyperinflationary) and one (redundancy),
and all previous mechanisms have been supported by other
methods, such as: (sarcastic questioning), (sarcastic image)
and (objection method). Fourthly, the study recommends
researchers to study the phenomenon of sarcasm, extensive
historical or critical studies by newspaper columnists in the
Saudi press, both in the field of media studies and in the
field of literary and critical studies.

Keywords: Satirical Discourse, Saudi journalism,
Abdullah Al-Mizhar's tic
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