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Deconstructionism Contradicts Itself and
Undermines Its Own Principles

Mohamed Abdillah Hassan Abdelaal,

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic, Assiut, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt

mohamedabbelaal.47@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

The study reveals several contradictions in the deconstruction strategy, which
are most evident in four main areas: the difficulty and ambiguity of
deconstructionist thought, the promotion of the idea of meaninglessness, the
elitist tendency, and the claim of a revolution against the old. The study reveals
that deconstructionism carries within itself the seeds of its own destruction
since its inception; its supporters are not agreed on a definition that clearly
outlines its framework, while others define it negatively rather than positively.
In addition, its adherents fiercely attack those who disagree with them. It does
not have clear features of a sound critical theory, nor does it provide an
alternative to the doctrines and theories it critiques. Everything it has brought
is merely a demolition of established constants and inherited epistemological
values, which has led critics to describe it as destructive and nihilistic.
Moreover, its proponents do not refrain from the clamor of confusing
terminology, excessive arrogance, and the claim of enlightening the text while
burdening it with what extinguishes its brilliance and obliterates its features.
They even claim revolution against the old while they subsist on the ideas of
their predecessors. Deconstructionism, despite its flaws, encourages a re-
examination of our Arab heritage to seek the optimal method for analyzing
texts, avoiding infatuation with Western achievements that are based on
undermining established principles and demolishing foundations.

Key words: deconstructionism - contradict - undermine — statements
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