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The Name of Allah, Al-Raqeeb (The Watchful) in the Quran:

A Thematic Study
Aisha bint Muhammad Adlan Al-Khathami,
Department of Islamic Studies, College of Arts and Sciences, King Khalid
University, Abha, Saudi Arabia

Email: aysahm@kku.edu.sa

Abstract

The objective of the research is to investigate the name of Allah, A/-Rageeb (The
Watchful), with the aim of deepening contemplation and guidance towards
attaining faith in Allah and unveiling the rhetorical secrets embedded within this
divine name. The research problem consists in studying the Quranic verses where
that name is mentioned, the other names of Allah associated with it, who among
humans and angels are attributed with this quality, and the deeper meanings
derived from the study. The research findings include: when referring to Almighty
Allah, 'Al-Raqeeb’ (The Watchful), carries multiple meanings, such as the
Preserver, the Witness, the Observer, and the Omniscient. The term 'raqeeb’ can
also be applied to creatures, signifying a watcher or observer. There is a strong
connection between 'Al-Raqeeb’ and 'A/-Hafi? (The Preserver), as Allah's
preservation of everything is a testament to His constant watchfulness of His
servants' deeds. Similarly, there is a link between 'Al-Raqeeb’ and '4/-Haseed' (The
Reckoner), as Allah's reckoning of deeds is tied to His constant observation. 'Al-
Rageeb' and 'A/-Shatieed (The Witness) are often used interchangeably, both
signifying Allah's all-encompassing knowledge, though 'Al-Ragqeeb’ specifically
refers to His awareness of hidden intentions.

Key terms: Al-Rageeb , Al-Shaheed , Research Topic , Holy Quran
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