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The Role of a Minor in Waiving the Collective Obligation:

A Figh Study Using the Example of Funerals
Dr. Zainab Hamed Sayed Marzouk,
Department of General Figh, Faculty of Islamic Studies for Female Students, Assiut,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: zainbhamed.78@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

Islamic Sharia has two kinds of obligations: Fuard al-*Ayn, which is compulsory for
all mature individuals, and jard al-Azfaayas, which is a collective obligation that can
be performed by only some members of the community. This research investigates the
role of a minor in waiving a collective obligation, specifically focusing on the
example of funeral rites. The study employs inductive, deductive, and comparative
methodologies. The research is divided into an introduction and four sections. The
introduction defines the key terms of the study. The first section discusses the extent to
which Islamic law applies to minors. The second section examines the ruling on a
minor performing the ritual washing of the deceased. The third section explores the
ruling on a minor praying over the deceased and whether their actions suffice to
fulfill the collective obligation. The fourth section addresses the ruling on a minor
participating in the shrouding, carrying, and burial of the deceased. The research
concludes that a minor who can understand and respond to instructions is considered
to have reached the age of discernment, and this age varies depending on individual
understanding and societal norms. According to the prevailing scholarly opinion,
such a minor is considered legally accountable, and can perform rituals, hence fulfill
the collective obligation.

Keywords.- Age Of Discernment - Collective Obligation , Discerning Minor ,
Funeral Prayer, Ritual Washing Of The Deceased
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