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Linguistic Phonetic Terms in Aristotle's Poetics (d. 322 BCE): A
Comparative Phonetic Study Between Ancient and Modern Scholars
Abdelazim Abdelalim Abdelaal Hassan
Department of Language Foundations, Faculty of Arabic Language, Al-
Azhar University, Asyut, Egypt.

E-mail: abdelazeem-hassan.47@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

This research marks a new beginning in the history of phonetic
studies of human language. It traces the origins of phonetic terminology
back to its earliest roots in the mid-4™ century BCE, before the death of
Aristotle (d. 322 BCE). The research focuses on one of his logical
works, directly connected to human language (The Art of Poetry),
within which Aristotle introduced literary and linguistic concepts,
including phonetic terms. This study aims to address tracing such terms
that signify phonetic concepts, which no human language deviates
from. The study depended on Aristotle’s use of these terms and the
meaning of each in the translations of his work (Poetics) as the earliest
and most temporally distant source for these terms and their concepts.

The subject of this research is based on attributing and tracing
these terminologies to their oldest sources in the history of human
linguistic thought. It then compares these terms and their concepts with
their counterparts among early Arab linguists and philosophers, and
subsequently with modern linguists. Through this comparative analysis,
the study seeks to determine the extent of agreement or divergence in
these terminologies and their meanings from Aristotle, early Arab
linguists, and the established understanding of contemporary linguistic
studies.
Keywords: Linguistic phonetic terminology, phonetic term, phonetics
according to Aristotle, Aristotle and phonetic terminology, sounds in
Poetics by Aristotle.
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(2 ) Jack C. Richards and Richard Schmidt, Longman dictionary (p: 351)
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(Lereans
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o o seby Liga cbaadl) ghil (il G of ¥) gl paadl Cualgeal)
bl plad ) A Bab (g Lay ) eLad¥) pild (he ASY ¢d Ada AT Y Lea 3
oo G Cial GlS Ll asly s(AYAY &) da o) Aall) Giguld JB lgule
ciall agag dis V) dagi Y Al CilSy cdre ASs Vg dag B Cial) OISy Al
gkl JBy (IdRds Y fead lgiacal 4B AlS g jlayg caila 4B 1glS ojla
Al e i) gaial) Cigpaall Ao (Bli Ealdall (AT 1) @Y kel
Al SEGAD ol I8 5l ccualially alstl o Cighia Sl sigy alsal & July
glae sag ¢l At Cualplall sl Ao

A dalue g ol HgSal) JEAY) o Juiad A BB of SN of A
lehugt of Ll il 093 (e lilliie Cualga 1l saule bl sU) gall) o
O ALyl DS gadadal) csSil) A gl JuSal) Laglsid (ol clghaly
Aaslld oanyg Ald Culpa 35395 ) Ao aaly Cila Cipa adaiall ded (e
adaiall Blgi Jias (€) cuilia Laghugly (pfiala Aailig 43y (e (1 9Sa ahaia (bed)
tCala Gga cilall ai By o cila oglly Caliar adalall faw duall B 13
e dilal) duakaial) 3536 () o o)+ 0l + Da (e OsSh ahie ol AalsS
saiadl o' Ao gl Gai a8 (Vosms f ALE L LAY Cualguall AL Y

(67 [Y) cbey) delia juzda o) (V)
(i" /\) HPYE| TP i | BT JU V- (Y)
(Yor) =108 [¥) Lddadl) cibibual)) cilalbauaal (o6 g gal) aanal) o fuanl) : 531 (¥)
(4 ) Keith brown, The Cambridge dictionary of linguistics (p:429)
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& g JSE (B Y) aahdl) o legama gl b il shf sie culall aggia
) (b Slga) ale il 4] cliagi L ga (3hlgh L gag ccudbal) ai g culial)
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(1)R. R. K. Hartmann, dictionary of language and linguistics (p:228)
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See: Keith Brown And Miller, The Cambridge Dictionary of Linguistics (p:19)
(2) (see: Brown And Miller, The Cambridge Dictionary (p:259, 260) g (34 La a9
Ol Gy gf Basly AalS B Alh OIS plges ¢ JEAY) (B0 i ale ) Bals B (Al A2
(3) D. Crystal, A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics (P: 431-432)
(4) J. Richards and, Longman dictionary of Language teaching (P:120-521)
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(3) see: Hartmann and Stork, dictionary of language and linguistics (p:67 )
(4) see: K. Brown, the Cambridge dictionary of linguistics (p:134,135)
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