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The Relationship between Houthi Ideology and the Zaydi, Imami,
and Mu'tazili Sects
Bareea bint Suleiman Ali Al-Saud
Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines, Faculty of Sharia
and Islamic Studies, Qassim University, KSA.
Email: bareea.alsaud@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aimed at shedding light on the topic of Houthi
ideology, focusing on its origins and relationship with Zaydi and
Twelver Shi’ah Theology (Ithna Ashariyyah). The study is divided
into two parts: The first examines the points of convergence and
divergence between Houthi thought and other related sects, such as
Zaydi, Twelver Shi’ah, and Mu'tazili doctrines.

The study utilized the descriptive-analytical approach as well as
the historical method with its various tools. It is structured as follows:
an introduction, a preface, two main chapters, and a conclusion.

The study indicated a set of findings presented in the conclusion,
the most significant of which is that: Jarudi Houthi thought is a blend
of multiple influences (whether intellectual, political, or doctrinal)
stemming from Zaydi beliefs by affiliation, as well as Mu'tazili and
Twelver Shi’ah ideologies. The greatest influence was of Twelver
Shi’ah thought belonged to the extreme Jarudi doctrinal foundation.
This ideological impact was further reinforced intellectually and
politically after the Iranian Revolution. The extreme tendencies and
Twelver Shiah influence became evident in their sources of
argumentation, which diverged significantly from traditional Zaydi
references.

Keywords: Religion, Religion, doctrine, Houthi, sects.
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