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The Twelver Shi'a Belief Regarding Certain Issues Related to
Divine Attributes
Aziza Ali Al-Ashwal
Department of Islamic Studies, Al-Qunfudhah University College
Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia
Email: aaaamri@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract

The primary source for the Twelver Shi‘'a in receiving their beliefs
about Allah (Glorified and Exalted) is the sayings and narrations they
attributed to Ahl al-Bayt. Later scholars among them were influenced by
the Mu'tazilites with regards to Allah's attributes, claiming that the
attributes are identical to the essence and negating divine attributes.
Thus, the Twelver Shi'a are Mu'tazilite in thought, Jahmite in monotheism
and divine attributes, Esoteric "Batini" in Quranic interpretation, and
extremist in their pointview of the Imams. They have expanded their
interpretation of transmitted attributes and their discourse resembles that
of the Mu'tazilites in negating corporealism and anthropomorphism.

The early Twelver Shia' affirmed predestination, whereas most of
their later scholars were influenced by the Mu'tazilites in rejecting it. Their
doctrine settled on what they termed 'the position between two extremes’,
meaning neither absolute determinism nor complete free will. They
reached a consensus that the visual perception of God is impossible, but
allowed for spiritual vision. They classified divine speech as an attribute
of action and asserted that the Quran, as contained between the covers
of the mushaf, is created. They also regarded the Imams and their
deputies as intermediaries between Allah and His creation for conveying
divine commands and prohibitions.

Key Findings: 1) The primary source for the Twelver Shi'a in
understanding and receiving their beliefs about Allah (Glorified and
Exalted) is the sayings and narrations attributed to Ahl Al-Bayt. 2) Later
Twelver Shi'a scholars were influenced by the Mu'tazilites regarding
Allah's attributes, claiming that the attributes are identical to the essence
and negating divine attributes. 3) The Twelver Shi'a are Mu'tazilite in
thought, Jahmite in monotheism and divine attributes, esoteric in Quranic
interpretation, and extremist in their view of the Imams.

Keywords: Negation, Attributes, Interpretation, Anthropomorphism,

Predestination, Divine Speech.
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Muc‘allim. (1413h). tashih I‘tigadat al-Imamiyah. tahqiq
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Husayn dhaky, T al-Mu’tamar al-‘Alami li-Alfiyat al-Shaykh al-
mufid, T. al-al4.

25. al-Misawi, al-Sharif al-Murtada ‘Alt ibn al-Husayn. (D. t). al-
Intisar li-ma anfrdt bi-hi al-Imamiyah. tahqiq : Husayn al-
Miisawi al-Burijirdi, T al-Mu’tamar al-dawli li-dhikra Alfiyat
al-Sharif al-Murtada, Majma* al-Buhiith al-Islamiyah (mashhad
—1Iran), (D. T).

26. al-Misawi, al-Sharif al-Murtada ‘Alt ibn al-Husayn. (D. t). al-
mulakhkhas fi usil al-Din. tahqiq : Muhammad Rida Qummi, T
Markaz Nashr danshkahy (Tihran), (D. T).

27. al-Wakil, Haydar. (2021m). usil al-‘aqidah. T Dar Bagiyat lil-
Nashr (Qum —Iran), (D. T).

28. Muhammad Taqi Subhani — Rida brnjykar. (1397h). Duris fi
al-‘aqa’id wa-al-ma‘arif. T Mu’assasat Ma‘arif ahl al-Bayt
(Qum —Iran), (D. T).
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