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Ibn Rushd's Methodology in Deductive Reasoning
Anisa bint Sulaiman bin Ali Al-Saud
Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines, College of Sharia,
Qassim University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: onaisa.sulaiman@gmail.com

Abstract

This study addresses the issue of "deductive reasoning in the issues of
belief" according to the thought of the philosopher Ibn Rushd. It aims to
shed light on several key topics, including the reconciliation between
philosophy and Shari'a, being a subject that has been widely debated by
philosophers from lbn Tufayl to Ibn Rushd. It also explores the issue of
"reason and revelation."

In addition, Ibn Rushd’s epistemological methodology and his
perspective on cumulative intellectual development, treatment of
interpretation (ta'wil), wherein he established a specific framework at the
end of his book "Methods of Proof" (Manahij al-Adillah) were examined.
The study also seeks to investigate Ibn Rushd’s theories on the
classification of religious discourse and his categorization of people into
different intellectual levels determining their understanding of religious
texts.

The descriptive-analytical, along with the historical methods using
their various tools were utilized. The study consists of a preliminary section
and two main chapters: the first explores the relationship between
philosophy and Shari‘a, and the second examines the relationship between
reason and revelation.

The researcher came to several significant conclusions including what
follows: Ibn Rushd’s reductionist approach to the concept of demonstration,
both in its verbal and epistemological aspects. He restricted demonstration
to universal syllogism, considering its rightful practitioners to be
philosophers, particularly those of Greek philosophy. His reliance on
textual interpretation was reformulated according to the hermeneutics of
demonstration, wherein he mandated belief in the outward (apparent)
meaning for the majority of scholars, while asserting that the inner meaning
differs from the outward, making interpretation (ta’wil) of the apparent
meaning a necessary obligation.

Keywords: Ibn Rushd, Deductive Reasoning, Epistemology, Reconciliation,
reason and revelation.
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