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The Distinctive Definition (hadd) among Early Ash'arites between Foundational
Principles and Effect (Athar)
Amal Abdelkader Sayed Ahmed
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Islamic Faculty for Girls in Asyut, Al-Azhar
University
E-mail: amalahmed07822@azharOeduOeg

Abstract

Distinctive definition is a fundamental principle that governs thought, as the
concept, expression, and the referent form an inseparable triad0 A word is a
sensory expression that holds no significance unless it corresponds to meanings or
tangible realitiesO It can only be conveyed to others through intellectual
communication0 Thus, philosophers (both ancient and modern) have struggled to
establish precise definitions of thingsO Should data be transmitted from the mind
to conform to reality, or should it be derived from the characteristics of reality to
regulate intellectual knowledge, or is there a way to reconcile both approaches?
The early Ashiarites took a distinct stance toward these philosophical
assumptions0 They developed an original and influential perspective on defining
criterion that stimulated scientific inquiry0 Thus, this study seeks to reveal the
hidden rationale behind their rejection of the complete logical definition, despite
their exceptional intellectual capabilities and thorough familiarity with logical
principlesO

The early Ash'arites took a distinct stance toward these philosophical
assumptions, developing an original and influential perspective on definition that
stimulated scientific inquiry0

Thus, my research seeks to uncover the hidden rationale behind their
rejection of the complete logical definition, despite their exceptional intellectual
capabilities and thorough familiarity with logical principlesO This is achieved
through an analysis of the perspective found in the concise statements of their
scholars, clarifying the key distinctions that set them apart from their
predecessors, and tracing the influence of their views on subsequent thinkers0

Thus, the study examines the concept of "hadd" (definition) and the early
Ash'arites, their viewpoint on the complete logical definition, the meaning of the
distinctive definition according to them, and its impact on modern age thinkersO

Accordingly, we can firmly establish the intellectual independence of the
early Ash'arites from the inception of their school until the fifth Hijri century,
despite their familiarity with logical principlesO

Furthermore, their creative thinking and intellectual capabilities are evident
in their formulation of the distinctive definition, which aligns with theological
principles and doctrinal foundations0
Keywords: Complete Definition, Early Ash'arites, Universal Meanings,
Distinctive Definition0
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