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Abstract

In Islamic thought, inspiration (Ilham) refers to the knowledge or insight
that Allah places in a person's heart. Scholars of Usul al-Figh (principles of
jurisprudence) have disagreed on whether inspiration can be considered a
source of legislation or valid legal evidence. The majority of Usul scholars have
concluded that inspiration is not a legitimate source for deriving rulings due
tothe following reasons:

A. Inspiration is an internal experience that cannot be verified or
proven to others.

B. There is no clear distinction between divine inspiration and inner
thoughts or satanic whispers.

C. Shari‘a-based evidence is built on verifiable and demonstrable
proofs, such as the Quran, Sunnah, consensus (Ijma’), and
analogical reasoning (Qiyas).

Due to his Infallibility, scholars have excluded the inspiration of the
Prophet (Peace be upon him), considering it a valid source of authority. It may
even be regarded as a form of non-recited revelation. Regarding the inspiration
of saints and righteous individuals, some Usul scholars and It practitioners
stated that it is valid only for the person receiving it. This means they may act
upon it in personal matters, but it does not bind others and cannot serve as a
general source of legislation. Thus, inspiration is not a recognized source of
Islamic legislation according to the majority of Usul scholars and Sufis. Rather,
it functions as a supportive and confirmatory factor aligned with established
Shari'a texts.

It can be accepted when it meets Shari‘a and objective criteria as well as
not contradicting any definitive text or established legal principle. The primary
reliance is on agreed-upon sources such as the Quran, Sunnah, consensus
(Ijma’), and analogical reasoning (Qiyas), along with other recognized
evidence. The research was divided into chapters covering definition and types
of inspiration (Ilham), the viewpoints of Usul scholars on inspiration, the Sufi
perspective on inspiration and its regulations, and conclusion with findings and
recommendations. The analytical, comparative, and critical methods were
utilized.

Keywords: Inspiration (Ilham), Authority of Inspiration, Usul al-Figh, Islamic Mysticism

(Sufism), Principles of Jurisprudence, Schools of Usul, Science of Sufism, Sources of
Legislation, Unveiling and Spiritual Perception, Inspiration in Sufism.
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